To: Friends of The NAEPC Education Foundation & NAEPC

From: Valentino Sabuco, CFP®, AEP®, Executive Director & Publisher
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Re: 2012 National Estate Planning Week Campaign Report & Scrapbook
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Greetings Friends and Colleagues:

I would like to take this opportunity to recap the excellent progress made on our
concentrated media campaign for the 2012 National Estate Planning Awareness Week held
over the third week in October (15-22). As you will see later in this report we had all sorts
of great exposure from local papers to Forbes, from small nonprofits to American Heart
Association, from local law and CPA firms to fortune 500 financial service companies!

The St. Louis Estate Planning Council did a 32 page insert for their local paper, and we
had 4 free live webinars; one with The Stelter Company, the leading consultant to
nonprofits, 2 with the AICPA and one with Mass Mutual (who approached us with what
they could do to participate!) that was marketed to their xx million clients and the
public at large.

Below is a preliminary survey shared with us by one of those presenting organizations
that I think you might find interesting. Look at the “Action to be Taken” results. Isn’t that
outstanding!

B o e o o o o

Event Summary:

Participants tuned in from 47 states (plus DC)

Demographics: 49% male / 51% female

Average duration: 48 minutes (out of 62 minutes)

Viewers: 78% Live / 22% On-demand (as of 10/18 - only 24 hours after the live
broadcast)
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Actions to Be Taken: (based on responses to the post-event survey — participants were
able to choose more than one action)

82% plan to visit the estate planning website (www.estateplanninganswers.org)

65% plan to discuss estate planning with their spouse

58% plan to check/update beneficiaries

40% plan to seek help from a financial planning professional

Overall Feedback:

100% valued the Q & A

99% found the seminar informative

97% rated the online format good to excellent

B R R S S S S R e

Wow!!!l If we can touch those 120 million American’s without current estate and financial
plans twice a year with quality estate and financial planning content and achieve these
kinds of results; we can quickly make significant progress toward addressing a major
social problem and fulfilling our underlying vision.

A Special “Thank You”

We would like to provide a big “THANK YOU?” to the following list of visionaries, key
supporters, hard working volunteers, and all the other behind the scenes parties who were
responsible for helping us grow National Estate Planning Awareness Week into a
successful concentrated estate and financial planning awareness media event.

Our friends and colleagues on The NAEPC Education Foundation board of directors and the
executive committee, and the National Association of Estate Planners and Councils board of
directors — Clark B. McCleary, Robert G. Alexander, Joanna Averett, Gregory E. Sellers, Joseph
V. Falanga, John P. Garniewski, Jr.; William D. Kirchick, Lawrence Lehmann, Robert P.
Goodman, Jordon N. Rosen, Walter Tchirkine, Pettus Gibbons, Paul Pantano, John K. O’'Meara,
Thomas Borchert, M. Eileen Dougherty, Charles V. Douglas, Al W. King, Christopher P. Jakyma,
Paul S. Viren, Hartman Axley, Julie Buschman, S. Mark Alton, Past NAEPC Presidents Jack
Rittenhouse, Jr.; Gary L. Flotron, Mike Halloran, Thomas M. Forrest, Kathleen J. Belmonte,
Walter Lee Davis, Jr.; Dan H. Florence, A. Stephen McDaniel, our 2012 honorary co-chairs
Jonathan G. Blattmachr and Janet Novack, our NAEPC-EF pro bono law firm Bingham
McCutchen LLP, our pro bono CPA firm Belfint, Lyons & Shuman, PA, our NAEPC Education
Foundation Distinguished Advisory board — Steve R. Akers, P. Thomas Austin, Frank S. Berall,
Jonathan G. Blattmachr, Lawrence Brody, Vincent M. D'Addona, Jo Ann Engelhardt, Thomas M.
Forrest, Professor Stanley M. Johanson, Lawrence P. Katzenstein, Robert S. Keebler, Sidney
Kess, Stuart Kessler, Al W. King, Ill; Bernard A. Krooks, Stephan R. Leimberg, Richard A.
Oshins, Jeffrey N. Pennell, Susan Porter, John W. Porter, Richard M. Weber, the NAEPC-EF
various committee volunteers, friends and supporters — Ron Nelson, William Martin, Josh
Martin, Eleanor M. Spuhler, Susan Austin Carney, Joan McCarthy, Adam Strominger, Laura
Malone, Jay Saunders, Steven S. Zeiger, Peter J. May, Ken Ruff, Bruce Makous, Victoria lpri,
Andrew Rothstein, Ph.D.; Lena Rizkallah, Jill Suskind, Deborah Nixon, Julie Ann Garber, Marty
Shenkman, Chuck Rounds, Andrea R. Millar, Harold Schwartz, Jr.; Barry D. Flagg, Michael
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Gradl, Clark R. Matthiessen, Steve Goldberg, Ron Wargo, Bruce Newburger, Thomas M.
Borchert, Bruce A. Tannahill, Marv Tuttle, Ryanne Enyeart, Andrew Watt, Leonard Weiner, Beth
Kay, Michael Strait, Neysa Yoon-Cho, Dana Nachbar, Evan Watkins, Lynn Gaumer, Bev Hutney,
Jen Lennon, Larry P. Stelter, Michael Mitchell, Rick Johnson, Carol Kaufman, Stephen Krochmal,
Susan Simpson, Letitia Buchan, Jason Franklin, Jonathan A. Mintz, Cleet Snyder, James P.
Lamping, Linda Lampson, Beth Larssen, Jeremy Miller, Deborah Jacobs, George Zyrek, Robert
Eyler, Kyan Mama, Ted Appel, Robert Digital, Patrick Flynn, Darryl Webb, Shauna Eisenberg,
Carolyn M. Ohlsen, and the many other volunteers.

Background

The National Association of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC) is a leading 501(c)(6)
nonprofit membership organization, formed in 1962 for estate planning professionals,
serving 230 affiliated local estate planning councils and 27,000 multi-disciplinary
credentialed members.

In 2005 the NAEPC Board of Directors created The NAEPC Education Foundation, Inc. as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

The Foundation’s underlying vision is to significantly improve both the public’s financial
awareness and their financial literacy, while developing educational content to assist
professionals in providing high-quality, cost-effective services to the public.

The Problem

It is estimated that over 120,000,000 Americans do not have an up-to-date estate plan to
protect themselves and their families, making estate planning one of the most overlooked
areas of personal financial management. Estate planning is not just for the wealthy:
it’s important for everyone. With advance planning, issues such as guardianship
of children, managing bill paying and assets in the event of sickness or disability,
care of a special needs child, long-term care needs, and distribution of
retirement assets can all be handled with sensitivity, care, and at a reasonable
cost.

The majority of Americans over 65 are totally dependent on their Social Security checks.
With proper knowledge and planning, future generations can have a more secure
future.

Many people mistakenly believe that since they are not “rich” they do not need to do any
estate and financial planning. This attitude can be financially harmful in the long-
run and can be avoided with proactive action.

The Solution

The NAEPC Education Foundation promotes and supports the team approach to estate and
financial planning. As leaders in the estate and financial planning community, we have
first-hand experience with the challenges Americans face with regards to saving,
retirement planning, investing, taxes, insurance, estate planning and overall planning for
their financial future.
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The NAEPC Education Foundation is in a unique position to assist the public in improving
their financial awareness and financial literacy, and by providing the high-quality materials
and continuing education programs to the professional community that are required to
support the public’s estate and financial planning needs.

In 2007 we approached Congressman’s Mike Thompson office with the idea of creating a
National Estate Planning Awareness Week Congressional proclamation. After eighteen
months of research and work he and 49 bipartisan congressmen and congresswomen co-
authored and passed H.Res. 1499. Click on or past the following URL address into your
browser to see this resolution.

www.estateplanninganswers.org/alert-third-
week-in-october-october-18-
%E2%80%93-24-2010-is-national-estate-
planning-awareness-week/

The NAEPC Education Foundation teamed

up with the American Institute of Certified

Public Accountants, the American

Association of Attorney-Certified Public

Accountants; the American Bar Association

Section of Real Property, Trust and Estate

Law; the Society of Financial Service

Professionals, the National Academy of

Elder Law Attorneys, NAEPC, the

Partnership for Philanthropic Planning (all

members of the Synergy Summit, a unified

think tank and voice of leadership for

leading financial service organizations), the

Financial Planning Association®, and the

Association of Fundraising Professionals. Together these organizations represent over
1,000,000 financial service professionals and the accountants, attorneys, estate planners,
financial planners and advisors, insurance agents and brokers, trust officers, and nonprofit
executive directors that are members of these professional associations, and all have the
objective to mobilize the estate and financial planning community by providing support,
tools, and education for professionals and the public they serve.

After a very successful 2011 National Estate Planning Awareness Week our colleagues and
supporters decided to join us in also championing National Financial Literacy Month in
April, thus giving us the opportunity to create a concentrated financial awareness media
blast towards the public every six month.

To learn more about National Financial Literacy Month and see the proclamation click on
or past the following URL address into your browser.

www.estateplanninganswers.org/2011-presidential-proclamation-national-financial-literacy-month/
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Our Community Exposure: A Winning Communication Model

The NAEPC Education Foundation has taken an active leadership role in recognizing the
lead estate and financial planning associations, companies, organizations, and nonprofits
championing improved financial awareness and financial literacy while working to unite
them with other organizations, companies, firms, nonprofits, members, associates and
employees, and the media to actively focus vast community resources into a concentrated
financial awareness media campaign each

year during April and October.

Our goal is to alert, educate, motivate, and
assist the American public to locate the
right professionals to cost effectively
establish and keep their estate and
financial plans up-to-date.

We understand that this is a massive
undertaking but can take place through the
combined support of the media, financial
service professionals and their associations
and organizations, nonprofits, employers,
and government entities that both touch
and support the public. We plan to touch
the vast majority of America at least twice
a year with a subtle concentrated financial
awareness media campaign through the
following strategic venues:

e National Financial Literacy Month (April)
e National Estate Planning Awareness Week (3™ Week in October)
o Our public portal located at www.EstatePlanningAnswers.org

Through these campaigns, we will be in direct contact with much of the American public
twice a year, providing a motivational message encouraging action steps and with a
concentrated content media drive focused on sharing high- quality estate and financial
planning content and tools. This will be further supported with other initiatives that are in
progress and will be developed

This is a winning approach to solving a major social challenge. American families win by
learning how to better and cost effectively address their personal financial challenges;
financial professionals benefit by working with more educated and motivated clients; the
media succeeds by delivering valuable content to its readers and by readers taking
appropriate action to improve their situation; nonprofits win with increased donations and
bequests, and the overall community prospers with a stronger and financially sound
economy.
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Please join us in annually promoting April as National Financial Literacy Month and
the 3™ week in October as National Estate Planning Awareness Week.

You can help promote public and professional awareness by placing estate and
financial planning checklists and editorial content within your website, client newsletters,
blogs, social media discussion groups, local newspapers, and radio/television/web based
shows. We also encourage participating groups to host community-wide public and
professional programs built around estate and financial planning during the months of
April and October.

For additional background information and a media kit please visit

http://www.estateplanninganswers.org/national-financial-awareness-campaigns/

Thank you for your assistance and support.
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We Need Your Help As We Enter Our Year End Capital Campaign

It has taken us over 6 years of planning and thousands of hours of volunteer time to
develop our strategic plans and build the infrastructure to get this big ball rolling. We are
now seeking the right strategic partners and financial assistance to assemble a skeleton
team of high quality professionals and support staff to

1.

2.

Expand and virally grown the venues, exposures, and participations around National
Financial Literacy Month and National Estate Planning Awareness Week.

Develop and add multi-media and edutainment to our high quality content to our
improving financial awareness and literacy life events public portal found at

www. EstatePlanningAnswers.orqg.

Expand our content and tools by aggregation and development, and to manage and
keep current the content and services for www.EstatePlanningAnswers.org.

. Add online eLearning elements to our improving financial awareness and financial

literacy print and eBooks and tools.

Annually produce at least two high quality motivational, educational, estate and
financial update TV production broadcasts for viewing on major networks like
Comcast, Verizon, and on demand.

. Develop a quantitative approach to see where and how we are chipping away at

getting those 120 million American’s to do and keep their estate plans up-to-date.

. Track the increased donations, planned gifts, bequests, and alternate charitable

beneficiary designations on retirement plans and insurance policies to the nonprofit
community!
And other related projects.

We Can’t Do This Alone & Welcome Your Support In Being Part of
the Solution

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, The NAEPC Education Foundation generates
operating resources to implement its programs and support its lean administrative staff
through fees from its annual estate planning conference, its publications, and from

generous grants, donations, and contributions of time and intellectual property from
dedicated NAEPC members, philanthropists, and supporting technology, multimedia
production, media, and financial service organizations, and other interested parties.

To make a much needed contribution please click on the following URL or paste it into
your browser.

https://www.naepc.org/foundation contribute.web

To become a strategic partner or learn more about us please contact:

Valentino Sabuco, CFP®, AEP®, Executive Director & Publisher
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The NAEPC EDUCATION FOUNDATION

West Coast Mailing Address: 979 Golf Course Drive #273 ¢ Rohnert Park ¢ CA 94928
Cleveland Offices: 1120 Chester Avenue, Suite 470 ¢ Cleveland, OH 44114
Executive Director: Valentino Sabuco direct phone 707.322.1597 +
V.Sabuco@TheNAEPCEF.org

www. EstatePlanningAnswers.org ¢ http://www.naepc.org/foundation.web

The following is our scrapbook of what occurred during the 2012 National Estate Planning
Awareness Week. If we missed your participation and you would like it entered into our
digital scrapbook please email me a brief narrative of what you and / or your organization
accomplished accompanied by a PDF or jpg to

V.Sabuco@TheNAEPCEF.org.

Thank you.
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2012 National Estate Planning Awareness Week’s Scrapbook

http://www.forbes.com/sites/janetnovack/2012/10/14/the-forbes-guide-to-estate-planning/
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http://www.wealthcounsel.com/solutions/community/estate-planning-week/
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http://blog.Isrlawyer.com/
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/deborahljacobs/2012/10/12/six-things-to-do-before-you-die/
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http://rothamelbratton.com/practice-areas/elder-law-medicaid-planning/medicaid-asset-protection/
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http://www.sperosmith.com/blog/

Were You Aware...

OCTOBER 26, 2012 BY MATT OLVER LEAVE A COMMENT

| was unaware until late last week when | received a flyer from the American Heart Association that
it was National Estate Planning Awareness Week. With this blog, consider yourself aware, even
if slightly late.

In previous communications, 1”’ve talked about the importance of establishing estate and legacy plans to not
only ensure the efficient transfer of your assets at death, but also about carrying out your wishes and
carrying on your values. The cost to prepare the appropriate documents, is relatively minor compared to
the costs you could incur at your death, including administration costs and taxes as well as the burden
that may be placed on surviving family members.
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http://www.sperosmith.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/National-Estate-Planning-Awareness-Week-20121.pdf
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http://estate-planning.wealthcounsel.com/acton/rif/2218/s-03b3-1210/-/I-sf-lead-0078:ab0b/qg-
007c/showPreparedMessage?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Act-
On+Software&utm_content=email&utm_campaign=Fiscal%?20cliff%20looms%20as%20National%20Estate%20Planning%20Awareness%20Week%20begi
ns.&utm_term=browser&cm_mmc=Act-On%20Software-_-email-_-
Fiscal%20cliff%20looms%20as%20National%20Estate%20Planning%20Awareness%20Week%20begins.-_-browser
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https://webcast.adobeconnect.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServilet?target=registration.jsp&e
ventid=520748&sessionid=1&key=8DEBA94633963743709E2F8C24C2B510&sourcepage=register



2012 National Estate Planning Week Campaign Report & Scrapbook
The NAEPC Education Foundation

November 16, 2012

Page 20 of 70

From: Estate Planning Council of St. Louis <epc-stlouis@sbcglobal.net>
To: Estate Planning Council of St. Louis <epc-stlouis@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Mon, Oct 15, 2012 1:39 pm

Subject: Estate Planning Awareness Week

Dear Member,
In coordination with the National Estate Planning Awareness Week, your Estate Planning Council has produced
the 2nd Annual Estate Planning Supplement, which has been published in the St. Louis Business Journal.

Help get the word out to the public on the importance of estate planning during this week of awareness by posting
a message on your social media site. Below is suggested wording for your consideration.

For insight on current estate planning issues, take a look at the special supplement produced by the Estate
Planning Council and published in this week’s St. Louis Business Journal. You will find a number of great articles
and interesting planning solutions from a variety of St. Louis estate planning professionals.

Check out the print version, or go to this link and search for the section starting on page 49:
http://digital.bizjournals.com/launch.aspx?eid=134251b0-8905-4490-9f3a-a992570049f2&loc=pcmod

Sincerely,
Estate Planning Council of St. Louis
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http://www.floridaestateandtaxblog.com/2012/10/articles/estate-planning/get-the-answers-to-your-estate-
planning-questions/
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From: Jen Lennon

Sent: Tuesday, October 16, 2012 11:36 AM

To: ZZ All Company

Subject: MEDIA ALERT: Stelter Partnership With NAEPC-EF

Good morning,
The Stelter Company has been partnering with the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils
Education Foundation recently to help them promote National Estate Planning Awareness Week.

Our webinar yesterday was part of this outreach.

We put out a press release yesterday morning to kick off the week, announcing our partnership and the
launch of our new website, “A Smart Plan: A Better World” http://www.asmartplanabetterworld.com/.

Read the full release here: http://www.stelter.com/pressrelease6.html

The story was picked up by the Business Record this morning and included in their morning
eNewsletter:

http://tinyurl.com/stelter-naepc-release

(scroll down to the “Ticker” section)

The release as it was sent out is attached.

Thanks,
Jen

Getting to the heart of the matter

Jen Lennon | Marketing Coordinator | Tel: 515-252-7238 | 800-331-6881 | Fax: 515-278-0578 | jenl@stelter.com
www.stelter.com

AR R e R e e S e e R R R A R e e R R AR e e e e
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http://wills.about.com/b/2012/10/08/national-estate-planning-awareness-week-begins-on-october-15.htm?nl=1
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http://www.americanbar.org/groups/real_property_trust_estate.html
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http://www.americanbar.org/groups/real_property trust_estate/events_cle/awareness_week.html
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http://clients.criticalimpact.com/vm2/2deb87cd88f5dec5/24792/6128fa606eaf77893947229f28c3afba
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http://specials.about.com/service/newsletters/wills/1350324000.htm
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http://www.fpanet.org/
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Here’s a listing of our free live webinars for NEPAW week, you might find them
interesting.

http://www.estateplanninganswers.org/free-estate-financial-planning-public-webinars-and-
seminars-during-national-estate-planning-awareness-week-3rd-week-in-
october/?b1=1768&b2=1774

Live Webinars

The Stelter Company, The NAEPC Education Foundation, &
Jonathan Blattmachr

Monday October 15, 2012 at 1:00 pm EDT | Noon CDT | 11:00 am MDT | 10:00 am PDT
For nonprofits and their advisors

Presented by The Stelter Company, The NAEPC Education Foundation, & Jonathan Blattmachr

Curious about the uncertainty of taxes and the very low interest rate environment? The Stelter
Company and the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils Education Foundation invite you
to attend a free, one-hour webinar with Jonathan Blattmachr, Esq., AEP (Distinguished), one of the
country’s most creative trusts and estates lawyers, to learn:

o How National Estate Planning Awareness Week (Oct. 15-21) directly benefits nonprofits.

e What’s new in estate planning legislation.

« Best practices for talking to clients and donors about the importance of creating an estate plan—
and keeping it up to date.

e How to bring nonprofits into the estate planning discussion.

o Practical action steps for you.

Space is limited; register now to reserve your spot.

Have a question? Click here to view our FAQ.
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Mass Mutual
Wednesday October 17, 2012 at 12:00 pm EDT | 11:00 CDT | 10:00 am MDT | 9:00 am PDT

For the public and their advisors

Join us for an online presentation featuring Eileen Dougherty, Personal Trust Administrator and Board
Member of the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils. She will discuss:

e+ \Who needs an estate plan and why
o « Key factors to consider when developing your strategy
e« Six steps to help get you started

Directly following this 30-minute presentation, our speaker will answer your questions live.
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October 17, 2012 12:00 p.m. (ET)

About Our Speaker: Ms. Dougherty, CTFA, CFP®, AEP® CHFC®, is a member of the Board of
Directors of the National Association of Estate Planners and Councils and serves as the Chairman of the
AEP® Committee. She has been Senior Vice President and Personal Trust Administrative Officer with
Semper Trust Company, in King of Prussia, PA, since 1999. Ms. Dougherty is a member of the
Women’s Initiative Committee and the Member Services Committee of the Philadelphia Estate Planning
Council. She is a member and Past President of the Executive Committee of the Corporate Fiduciaries of
Philadelphia. In addition, she serves as Vice President of the National Alumni Board of St. Joseph’s
University.

Sign up by visiting: www.retiresmartseminars.com.

Register today! Space is limited.

The information within this presentation is solely the opinion of the speaker, an independent orator, who
is not an employee of MassMutual Financial Group.

© 2012 Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, MA 01111-0001. All rights
reserved. www.massmutual.com. MassMutual Financial Group is a marketing name for Massachusetts
Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual) [of which Retirement Services is a division] and its
affiliated companies and sales representatives.
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American Institute of Public Accountants (AICPA) PFP Section

Thursday October 18, 2012 — 1:00 pm ET | 12:00 CDT | 11:00 am MDT | 10:00 am PDT
For the public and their advisors

Presented by the American Institute of Public Accountants (AICPA) PFP Section

Plan Now for 2013: Tax, Gift and Estate Planning Tips — What to Do Before
December 31 Speakers:

Lyle Benson, CPA/PFS

Ted Sarenski, CPA/PFS

Scott Sprinkle, CPA/PFSThis year presents an unprecedented opportunity for
consumers to turn their focus to their personal financial plan (or lack thereof), including
retirement, estate, tax, investment and insurance planning. With so many unknowns in
2013 compounded by an election year, now is the opportune time to advantage of many
financial planning avenues now to avoid missing crucial opportunities to protect your
nest egg and increase your net worth.In this web seminar, Lyle Benson, CPA/PFS, Ted
Sarenski, CPA/PFS and Scott Sprinkle, CPA/PFS will walk you through:

e Looming tax changes scheduled for 2013 (income, estate and gift)

e The impact of the political environment, including the upcoming election and
President Obama’s & Congressman Ryan’s budget proposals

« Planning opportunities to consider including income acceleration strategies,
investment strategies and more

o Estate and gift planning, including document drafting considerations

e More planning strategies gleaned from your tax return

e A plan for you and your clients

e The importance and the value of financial planning in achieving your life goals

This is a free, one-hour seminar. Continuing education credit is not being offered for

this event.

REGISTER HERE
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Web Seminar: Winding to a Close: What Planning Can

be Done for the Clients that Didn't Act Earlier
Oct. 18, 1:00-2:00pm

Speakers: Martin Shenkman

FREE for PFP/PFS without CPE or discounted with CPE.

This web seminar is being held in recognition of National Estate Planning
Awareness Week (October 15-19, 2012) and will explore last minute planning
options that may be utilized nearer year end for clients that did not heed
warnings to act sooner. It may become impractical at some date to set up
dynastic trusts in Alaska, Delaware, South Dakota or Nevada because of the
time issues near year end. Valuations may be impossible to conclude in time
for a transfer. What steps can practitioners take to help last minute clients take
advantage of what might be the most significant planning year in the history of
the estate tax?

Register for the free without CPE option.
Register for the discounted CPE option.
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http://www.bkhmcpa.com/business-blog-BKHM/bid/87662/NATIONAL-ESTATE-PLANNING-
AWARENESS-WEEK
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http://www.falkandcornell.com/blog/2012/09/national-estate-planning-awareness-week-2/
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Iwww.ppatpa.com/news.php?c=111&nid=63
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http://www.ammlaw.com/blog/national-estate-planning-awareness-week-oct.-15-21-2012.html
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www.Noverus.com
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http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Announcement-from-NAEPC-Education-Foundation-
4377450.S.145704022?goback=.gde_4377450_member_104710470
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http://www.afpnet.org/files/email/ewire_2012_Oct2_mobile.html
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http://www.wealthcounsel.com/solutions/community/estate-planning-week/
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http://thelbagroup.com/2012/10/national-estate-planning-awareness-week-is-october-15-to-october-21-
2012/
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http://thisisreno.com/2012/10/national-estate-planning-awareness-week-starts-october-15/
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http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AlD=/20121014/B12/210140326
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http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20121014/BUSINESS/121019836?template=printpicart

pressdemocrats

This copy is for your personal, noncommercial use only. You can order presentation-ready copies for distribution
to your colleagues, clients or customers here or use the "Reprints" tool that appears above any article. Order a
reprint of this article now.

Who will get your assets when you die?

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
Published: Sunday, October 14, 2012 at 4:15 a.m.

JOHN BURGESS/Press Democrat

Santa Rosa wealth management advisor Sharon Zimmerman meets with Dr. Bruce Bragonier about his
estate planning.

You can’t take it with you, but will you say who's supposed to get it when you’re gone?

Americans are slow to spell out their final wishes or instruct their families on how they want to be cared
for should they become incapacitated.

An estimated 120 million people in the United States don’t have an up-to-date estate plan, according to
the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils.

Upon death, that can cause uncertainty about who should act as a guardian for surviving minor
children, and it can increase the potential for arguments between grown siblings on how to divide an
estate.

The lack of a plan also can force heirs into a potentially lengthy and expensive court process known as
probate.

“If you don’t have an estate plan, the state of California has a plan for you. And it may not be what you
want,” said Linda Lampson, an accountant and director with Zanier Rinehart Clarke in Santa Rosa.

Valentino Sabuco, the Rohnert Park-based executive director of the association’s education foundation,
wants Americans to consider the difference that such planning can make.

“Estate planning is not just for the wealthy. It’s for everyone,” Sabuco said.
Nonprofits that serve seniors echo the same views on the value of an estate plan.
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“At the end of life, after you're gone, it's amazing how the family members can squabble if there’s no
direction,” said Barbara Swary, an attorney and the director of legal services for the Council on Aging in
Santa Rosa.

The potential for fighting goes beyond the division of houses, bank accounts and equities, experts said.
It can include those items that hold sentimental value, including heirloom jewelry and other longtime
family items.

Christina Clem, a spokeswoman for the American Association of Retired Persons, recommended that
even those who want to write their own wills still take their drafts to a qualified attorney for review.

“It's something that you definitely want to make sure is done correctly,” she said.

An estate plan should include a will or living trust that specifies the division of your estate and names a
guardian for any minor children, experts said.

But it also should provide instructions in case you become unable to make decisions for yourself due to
injury or old age. One key document, called a durable power of attorney, authorizes another person to
take financial actions on your behalf, such as selling property or making investments. A second, called
an advance health care directive, details your wishes for end-of-life treatment.

On the horizon is looming the issue of your digital estate: your email, social network and other cloud-
based storage accounts.

“It’s a totally new phenomenon that people should actually have a conversation on,” Clem said.

Dr. Bruce Bragonier, a Sebastopol orthopaedic surgeon, met this week to update his own estate plan
with his financial advisor, Sharon Zimmerman of Northwestern Mutual in Santa Rosa.

“Estate planning is essential to the financial foundation of the future success of my family after I'm
gone,” he said.

His two sons, ages 11 and 15, are part of “the future generation that | at least want to give a financial
start to.”

People may resist estate planning because it means thinking about death and because it requires
making major decisions and finding the right professionals, experts said.

“People are starved for time,” said Zimmerman. As such, estate planning is an easy task to delay. But
taking the time to do it can offer peace of mind and can provide the chance to enjoy “a few moments of
clarity” about what really matters.

Joni Fritsche, an accountant with Burr Pilger Mayer in Santa Rosa, said the planning process also can
provide the chance for valuable communication within a family and improve the chances that there
won’t be a battle over the estate after your death.

By explaining your decisions ahead of time to your heirs, Fritsche said, “the children and grandchildren
know what to expect and they’ve all worked through that together.”

The plan can be especially important in blended families, where a surviving spouse otherwise can end
up with the entire estate and later pass it on to his or her children or to a new spouse.

For those without a will, “property could end up with people they never intended,” said Frank R. Bailey
111, a Santa Rosa attorney who specializes in estate planning. The deceased person’s natural children
might receive nothing.
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A will or trust doesn’t affect certain accounts, including 401(k) and individual retirement accounts.
Experts said people at death often pass on proceeds from those accounts to ex-spouses because they
never designated a new beneficiary.

And creating a will won't prevent your heirs from going through probate if you have qualified assets of
more than $150,000, the experts said.

Probate fees are set by the state and based on a sliding scale. As an example, combined fees for the
executor and attorney could amount to $46,000 for an estate valued at $1 million. Completing the
probate process takes a minimum of seven months but often upwards of a year or more. During that
time the estate’s assets can’t be distributed to the decedent’s heirs.

One way to avoid probate is to have enough property and financial accounts held jointly with a spouse
or other relative. Nonetheless, many people choose to set up a living trust in order to stay clear of the
court process.

Costs for an estate plan can vary widely. Sabuco said the cost can range from a few hundred dollars to
upwards of $4,000 to provide a will or living trust, plus the durable power of attorney and advanced
health care directive.

For those ready to get started, one way to get educated and to prepare your financial records is to visit
such online sites as the AARP and the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils. People can
gather recommendations on qualified attorneys, either from their current financial professionals or
through friends who have gone through the process.

Those aged 60 and older can attend a free estate planning seminar from the Council on Aging. The
nonprofit on Nov. 8 will begin the first of two workshops to help attendees create a will, a durable
power of attorney for finance and an advance health care directive. Reserve a space by calling 525-0143,
ext. 142.

Another resource is the local chapter of the national estate planning group, the Redwood Empire Estate
Planning Council, www.redwoodempireepc.org. All the professionals interviewed for this article are
either current officers or past presidents of the group.

Be leery of opportunities to buy financial products, such as annuities or reverse mortgages, and as a
reward receive a living trust at a bargain price, said James Lamping, president of the 100-member
Redwood Empire council.

Lamping, an attorney whose offices include Santa Rosa and San Francisco, said a good estate plan can
remove a major opportunity for grown children to battle after a parent has died.

“When people are fighting, it’s never about the money,” he said. “What they’re really fighting about is
the emotion ... It's ‘Mom loved me more than you.”

Copyright © 2012 PressDemocrat.com — All rights reserved. Restricted use only.
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http://world.einnews.com/pr_news/118592942/paul-mason-monument-trust-and-
estates-lawyer-celebrates-national-estate-planning-awareness-week
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http://www.aicpa.org/interestareas/personalfinancialplanning/newsandpublications/pfpcommunitynews/2012/
pages/pfpnews20121010.aspx
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http://www.veralytic.com/
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http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=bzgmbkcab&v=0010ulQBzTwSHKkjZ19NcbMmcCMrJCLXOg-
hFFomrUg6t7OtEviDpNOtETDJbBN13WPtCURKDDfkkN9X88l _Hc2NVR3Taot4bTYGkzSoqvGx09aL.QTJOdInwXCDO
LGBRiRa7sYHeSvXMcXFNbkwrILP9g_ EWAZdhjo3mbFcEK_aOLVBGYBljuaH2KaaeF90t3SxljwKFfvNMnCaKSpwZj
RMgRg%3D%3D
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http://wills.about.com/b/2012/10/08/national-estate-planning-awareness-week-begins-on-october-15.htm
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10/08/12 — Client Newsletter
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http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-stelter-company
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http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=bzgmbkcab&v=001HyWuGvOORS8gLVvVSLMwTI4LxXuHbSGna2jQ X4
6szpvtLAIKOOrv8ujMwUzTaHisbL-EOocBJf-hcfwgdCfGn-

VzDEDOsdOAIgmgDPS2Pgh2Z1EOgFHgH4LSINXObEYY OsrTW21xnnRMm6QRmPUIhZ1w_BROfGCBVkCAV040qtrnG
Xn7_1701d8feS3R1fqF5zHU8IFHUy9ch2b_SB5zdEtQ%3D%3D



2012 National Estate Planning Week Campaign Report & Scrapbook
The NAEPC Education Foundation

November 16, 2012

Page 57 of 70



2012 National Estate Planning Week Campaign Report & Scrapbook
The NAEPC Education Foundation

November 16, 2012

Page 58 of 70

http://view.email-
pln.org/?j=fec515787462037e&m=fe9c13707564077574&Is=fe261577706c037c751276&I1=fed1157374
67017c&s=fe54177972620c747515&jb=ffcfl4&ju=fea216727465077975&r=0
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https://webcast.adobeconnect.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServilet?target=registration.jsp&e
ventid=287892&sessionid=1&key=2441F27777FBF7E8226EB7FCAB24CF8B&sourcepage=register

https://webcast.adobeconnect.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServilet?target=registration.jsp&e
ventid=287892&sessionid=1&key=2441F27777FBF7E8226EB7FCAB24CF8B&sourcepage=register
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http://www.cchgroup.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/content_LP_nat-fin-est-awareness-week.html
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http://www.stelter.com/webinars.html
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http://www.wealthcounsel.com/solutions/community/estate-planning-week/
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http://view.email-
pln.org/?j=fec21577756c0d79&m=fe9c13707564077574&Is=fe2e15767c660d7c751071&I=fecel57270
650778&s=fe5f15767663047c731c&jb=ffcfl4&ju=fe9516707160027f7d&r=0
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From: Grimsley, Barbara [mailto:Barbara.Grimsley@53.com]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:53 AM

To: Valentino Sabuco

Subject: RE: Introduction to Valentino Sabuco, ED NAEPC Foundation
Sensitivity: Confidential

Valentino,

Thank you so much for all of the information. Fifth Third Bank will be utilizing the materials provided and
creating internal communications materials for our Employee Center for National Estate Planning Week, which
will reach 21,000 employees. Please stay in contact for when you have materials for Financial Literacy Month in
April. Thanks!
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http://www.jsonline.com/sponsoredarticles/easyliving/making-the-most-of-your-money-when-it-comes-
to-estate-planning8065980202-167188575.html
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Google Alert - national estate planning awareness week
zoogle Alerts [googlealerts-norephicdgoogle com)

wsabucoi@noverus, com

News 1 new result for national estate planning awareness week

WealthCounsel® Announces the Winners of the Creating Lasting ...
MarlketWatch

The 2012 campaign officially kicked off with a WealthCounsel announcement in fall 2011
commemaorating National Estate Planning Awareness Week held each year ...

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google.

Delete this alert.
Create another alert.

IManage your alerts.

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/wealthcounsel-announces-the-winners-of-the-creating-lasting-legacies-video-
competition-at-the-2012-planning-for-the-generations-symposium-2012-07-18
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Please calendar National Financial Literacy Month (April) and National Estate
Planning Awareness Week (3" Week in October) to annually participate in these
concentrated financial awareness media blitz.

Please feel circulate this report to your colleagues, associates and friends within
the financial services, media, technology, and nonprofits communities and ask
them to participate.

Thank you for your assistance and support on this important endeavor.

With best wishes and highest regards,

Respectfully submitted,

Valentino Sabuco, CFP®, AEP®
Executive Director & Publisher



The NAEPC Education Foundation
2012 Donor Contribution Form

Have You Ever Heard Someone Say...
“I’m too young to do estate planning.” “Doesn’t the government provide for that?”
“All my property is titled in joint tenancy with my spouse so | don’t need a will.”

“Estate planning is only for the rich.” “Estate planning is too complicated and expensive.”

THE NAEPC FOUNDATION MISSION

+ Provide the public with financial awareness programs and improve financial literacy

+ Educate the public regarding the benefits of the multi-disciplinary team concept of estate and
financial planning as espoused by the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils

+ Develop educational programs for estate and financial planning professionals

+ Develop and promote a community outreach program for the general public

+ Hold educational conferences, seminars, forums, and meetings regarding estate and financial
planning

Our objectives for public outreach are to educate Mary & John Q. Public about these issues: What is estate
planning? Why is estate planning so important? What are the reasons to do estate planning? and Who are the
professional team of estate planners available to assist individuals with their estate plans? In the process we want
to correct common misconceptions about estate planning and to emphasize the team approach to estate planning.
NAEPC and the NAEPC Education Foundation represent the entire community of professional estate planners.
Through our over 230 affiliated local councils and their 27,000 members. The NAEPC Education Foundation is
the logical organization to provide the national leadership necessary to educate the public about estate and
financial planning. Please join us with your financial and in-kind support.

WE CAN'T DO THIS ALONE - WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Please consider making a contribution to The NAEPC Education Foundation by completing and returning this
page. Unless you request otherwise, your contribution will be given recognition on The NAEPC Education
Foundation webpage at www.naepc.org/foundation_contributors.web and in next year’s Foundation Report.
Thank you for your consideration.

To learn more about us link to http://www.estateplanninganswers.org/about/ and
http://www.naepc.org/foundation.web

Click or visit www.naepc.org/foundation_contributors.web to make your online contribution or enclosed
a check payable to “The NAEPC Education Foundation” or complete the following credit card form.

Please accept my contribution of $
Charge My VISA/MC/AMEX # Exp. Date

Name of Cardholder Signature

Address

Telephone Number Email

Use of my donation for: ___ Unrestricted ___ Improving Financial Awareness ___ Professional Education ____ Scholarships

Call, email, fax, or mail your generous contribution to us at:

The NAEPC Education Foundation « 1120 Chester Avenue, Suite 470 « Cleveland, OH 44114
Phone: 866.226.2224 «+ Fax: 216.696.2582 « Email: admin@naepc.org




